Material and Immaterial in Motion

13th ESfO Conference
Ajaccio, Corsica, 2ine2022

CREDO (Centre for Research and Documentation on Oceania), Marseille, France
and Department of Cultures and Civilizations, University of Verona, Italy



Cover illustration: Samoan siapo
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e image selected for the conference cover is of an unusually coloured
early 20th century Samoan siapo mamanu (freehand painted tapa)
depicting birds and plant life. e eye-catching pinwheel design is o en
described as a visualisation of the wheeling movement of birds in the
heavens. For me, the bird mistd reminder of the importance of
knowledge sharing and learning as highlighted by the alagaupu (proverb):

O fanau o0 manu e fafaga i fugalaau, ae o fanau o tagata e fafaga i upu

( e o spring of birds are fed with the nectar of owers,
but the children of people are nurtured with words)

Mitiana Arbon, Samoan-Australian curator at the Ubersee-Museum, Bremen
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