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Career	
  Summary	
  

Dr	
   Nuttall	
   is	
   a	
   recognised	
   expert	
   in	
   low	
   carbon	
   maritime	
   transport	
   solutions	
   for	
   SIDS.	
   He	
   has	
   extensive	
  
experience	
   in	
   the	
   Pacific	
   at	
   local,	
   regional,	
   national	
   and	
   international	
   levels	
   in	
   a	
   wide	
   range	
   of	
   sustainable	
  
planning,	
  policy	
  development	
  and	
   implementation	
  over	
  more	
   than	
   two	
  decades.	
  His	
  professional	
   career	
  has	
  
focused	
  heavily	
  on	
  empowerment	
  of	
  local	
  communities,	
  especially	
  relating	
  to	
  resource	
  management	
  matters.	
  	
  
He	
  has	
  a	
   track	
  record	
  of	
  successful	
   succession	
  planning	
  with	
  his	
  clients.	
   	
  He	
  has	
  a	
  personal	
  and	
  professional	
  
commitment	
  to	
  quadruple	
  bottom	
  line	
  processes	
  and	
  monitoring.	
   	
  His	
  preference	
   is	
  to	
  work	
  at	
  the	
   interface	
  
where	
  long-­‐term	
  sustainable	
  policy	
  meets	
  practical	
  implementation.	
  	
  

Dr	
  Nuttall’s	
   Pacific	
   experience	
   includes	
   as	
   a	
   researcher	
   for	
  WWF-­‐South	
  Pacific	
   Programme,	
   and	
   for	
  UK-­‐ODA	
  
(1994-­‐96).	
   Peter	
   was	
   Head	
   of	
   Forestry	
   and	
   Deputy	
   Director	
   of	
   Agricultural	
   Reconstruction	
   for	
   the	
   United	
  
Nations	
  Transitional	
  Government	
  in	
  East	
  Timor	
  (1999-­‐2000).	
  He	
  was	
  in	
  Bougainville	
  to	
  observe	
  the	
  ceasefire	
  in	
  
1998	
   as	
   part	
   of	
   the	
   NZ	
   government	
   delegation	
   and	
   returned	
   there	
   2	
   years	
   later.	
   From	
   2001	
   until	
   2012	
   he	
  
operated	
  a	
  consultancy	
  in	
  NZ	
  providing	
  sustainability	
  planning	
  and	
  policy	
  advice	
  to	
  iwi	
  Maori,	
  government	
  and	
  
developers.	
  

In	
  NZ	
  Peter	
  has	
  worked	
  for	
  numerous	
  Maori	
  hapu	
  and	
  iwi	
  throughout	
  New	
  Zealand	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  sustainability	
  
policy	
  and	
  planning	
   (1988-­‐2012).	
   	
   This	
   included	
   lead	
  author	
  of	
   iwi	
  management	
  plans	
   for	
   the	
  Waikato	
  River	
  
and	
  Manukau	
  Harbour	
  (Tainui),	
  Otaki	
  catchments	
  (Ngati	
  Raukawa)	
  and	
  hapu	
  resource	
  management	
  policy	
  for	
  



Ngati	
  Ruakawa,	
  Te	
  Rarawa,	
  Ngati	
  Rehia,	
  Ngati	
  Hine,	
  Te	
  Roroa	
  and	
  Ngati	
  Wai.	
  Peter	
  has	
  extensive	
  experience	
  in	
  
marine	
   reserve	
   and	
   offshore	
   conservation	
   island	
   planning	
   and	
   management.	
   He	
   was	
   the	
   Environmental	
  
Planner	
   for	
   the	
  Far	
  North	
  District	
  Council	
   (2003-­‐2006)	
  and	
  has	
  worked	
   for	
   local	
  and	
  central	
  government.	
  He	
  
has	
  been	
  a	
  reviewer	
  of	
  several	
  large	
  and	
  small-­‐scale	
  renewable	
  energy	
  programmes,	
  including	
  Crest	
  Energy’s	
  
application	
  for	
  the	
  world’s	
  largest	
  tidal	
  energy	
  project,	
  various	
  wind	
  farm	
  proposals	
  and	
  small	
  scale	
  and	
  micro-­‐
hydro.	
  Many	
  of	
  these	
  have	
  included	
  providing	
  expert	
  evidence	
  to	
  the	
  NZ	
  Environment	
  Court.	
  	
  

Since	
  2006	
  Peter	
  has	
  been	
  researching	
  the	
  potential	
  for	
   low	
  carbon	
  sea	
  transport	
  transition	
  for	
  Pacific	
   island	
  
countries.	
   	
   This	
   included	
   self-­‐funded	
   research	
   (2008-­‐2012)	
   culminating	
   in	
   submission	
   of	
   a	
   doctoral	
   thesis	
   in	
  
February	
  2013.	
  Dr	
  Nuttall	
  is	
  currently	
  a	
  Senior	
  Research	
  Fellow	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  the	
  South	
  Pacific	
  where	
  he	
  
leads	
  the	
  Sustainable	
  Sea	
  Transport	
  Research	
  Programme.	
  He	
   is	
   lead	
  author	
  of	
  an	
   IRENA	
  technical	
  review	
  of	
  
renewable	
   energy	
   potential	
   for	
   global	
   shipping,	
   and	
   lead	
   author	
   of	
   a	
   comprehensive	
   on-­‐line	
   toolkit	
   for	
  
UNCTAD.	
  His	
  research	
  has	
  also	
  focussed	
  on	
  Pacific	
  sailing	
  heritage	
  and	
  he	
  is	
  an	
  acknowledged	
  expert	
  on	
  drua,	
  
the	
  massive	
  blue-­‐water	
  Fijian	
  battleships.	
  	
  

Since	
   2013	
   Dr	
   Nuttall	
   has	
   led	
   the	
   development	
   of	
   a	
  multidisciplinary	
   research	
   and	
   teaching	
   programme	
   to	
  
underpin	
   transition	
   to	
   low	
   carbon	
   sea	
   transport	
   for	
   Pacific	
   countries.	
   This	
   includes	
   research	
   at	
   the	
  
international	
   level	
   into	
   the	
   interface	
   between	
   climate	
   change	
   negotiations	
   and	
   international	
   shipping	
  
regulation	
  under	
  IMO	
  and	
  UNFCCC	
  processes,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  options	
  available	
  for	
  Pacific	
  at	
  regional,	
  national	
  
and	
  local	
  level	
  for	
  more	
  affordable,	
  appropriate	
  and	
  sustainable	
  transport	
  solutions.	
  	
  

He	
  has	
  developed	
  and	
  delivers	
  approved	
  undergraduate	
  courses	
  in	
  this	
  field	
  for	
  the	
  School	
  of	
  Marine	
  Studies	
  
at	
   USP	
   and	
   is	
   currently	
   supervising	
   4	
  masters	
   students	
   and	
   2	
   PhD	
   candidates.	
   He	
   has	
   negotiated	
   research	
  
MOUs	
   for	
   this	
   sector	
   between	
   USP	
   and	
   Fiji	
   government,	
   Marshall	
   Islands	
   government,	
   University	
   College	
  
London,	
  Tyndall	
  Manchester,	
  Hochschule	
  Emden/Leer	
  and	
  Portsmouth	
  Universities.	
  	
  With	
  his	
  partner	
  Alison	
  he	
  
organised	
  two	
  major	
  international	
  conferences	
  on	
  this	
  subject	
  in	
  2012	
  and	
  2014	
  and	
  has	
  presented	
  widely	
  at	
  
workshops	
   and	
   conferences	
   across	
   the	
   region	
   and	
   at	
   leading	
   centres	
   globally.	
   He	
   regularly	
   advises	
   the	
  
governments	
   of	
   Fiji,	
   Tuvalu,	
   Kiribati,	
   Solomon	
   Islands	
   and	
   RMI	
   on	
   sustainable	
   shipping	
   and	
   related	
   climate	
  
change	
  matters.	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  transport	
  advisor	
  to	
  the	
  Pacific	
  Islands	
  Development	
  Forum.	
  In	
  2014	
  he	
  was	
  awarded	
  
an	
  ISSC	
  seed	
  grant	
  in	
  this	
  field	
  from	
  the	
  Transformations	
  to	
  Sustainability	
  Programme.	
  	
  

Since	
  2014	
  Dr	
  Nuttall	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  accredited	
  delegate	
  to	
  the	
  IMO	
  for	
  the	
  Marshall	
  Islands.	
  He	
  was	
  requested	
  
by	
  the	
  RMI	
  government	
  to	
  prepare	
  a	
  national	
  strategy	
  for	
  transitioning	
  the	
  country	
  to	
  a	
  low	
  carbon	
  transport	
  
pathway,	
  beginning	
  with	
  maritime	
  transport.	
  Working	
  with	
  leading	
  researchers	
  and	
  industry	
  innovators	
  in	
  UK,	
  
Germany,	
  Korea,	
  US	
  and	
  Japan	
  he	
  has	
  led	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  Micronesian	
  Sustainable	
  Transport	
  Centre	
  and	
  
related	
   funding	
   proposals.	
   In	
   parallel	
   and	
   in	
   collaboration	
  with	
  UCL	
   colleagues,	
   he	
   has	
   been	
   coordinating	
   a	
  
coalition	
  of	
  Pacific	
  and	
  European	
  member	
  states	
  to	
  press	
  for	
  shipping	
  emissions	
  reduction	
  targets	
  in	
  the	
  IMO	
  
and	
   UNFCCC,	
   including	
   preparation	
   of	
   the	
   RMI	
   submission	
   to	
   MEPC68	
   and	
   subsequent	
   co-­‐sponsored	
  
submissions.	
  	
  	
  

With	
  his	
  partner	
  Alison	
  Newell,	
  he	
  has	
  established	
  a	
  specialist	
  consultancy,	
  Sailing	
  for	
  Sustainability	
  (Fiji)	
  Ltd,	
  
providing	
  high	
  quality	
  policy	
  and	
  planning	
  advice	
  and	
  research.	
  	
  

In	
  a	
  pre-­‐academic	
   life,	
  Peter	
  worked	
  as	
  a	
  wooden	
  boat	
  builder	
  and	
  commercial	
  sailor/captain	
  and	
  has	
  sailed	
  
much	
  of	
   the	
  Pacific	
  Ocean	
  over	
  25	
  years.	
  He	
   lives	
  with	
  his	
   captain	
  and	
   two	
  young	
   crew	
  on	
  a	
   small	
  wooden	
  
sailing	
  ship	
  that	
  operates	
  almost	
  exclusively	
  on	
  low	
  carbon	
  technologies	
  and	
  renewable	
  energy	
  and	
  regularly	
  
plies	
  between	
  NZ	
  and	
  the	
  Pacific.	
  	
  The	
  family’s	
  fossil	
  fuel	
  footprint	
  is	
  2%	
  of	
  the	
  NZ	
  national	
  energy	
  household	
  
average	
   and	
   3%	
   for	
   water	
   use.	
   Their	
   oldest	
   son	
   is	
   a	
   commercial	
   sailor	
   on	
   a	
   renewable	
   energy	
   powered	
  
freighter	
  operating	
  between	
  Hawaii,	
  Kiribati	
  and	
  the	
  Cooks	
  Islands.	
  	
  

With	
  his	
  sons	
  he	
  has	
  recently	
  launched	
  the	
  first	
  Drua	
  (double	
  hulled	
  Fijian	
  sailing	
  canoe)	
  built	
  in	
  50	
  years.	
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