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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Personal Details 
 
 Name:  Michael Main 
 
 
 Address: 71 Francis Street 
   Ascot Vale  

Victoria  3032 
Australia 

 
   
 Mobile: +61 408 146 351 
 Email:  mmain1@unimelb.edu.au  
 
 
Education 
 
  
2015 – 2020 PhD in anthropology, The Australian National University 

 
Thesis: “Until Hela Becomes a City”: The Western Encounter with Huli 
Modernity 
 
Examines the history of material encounters for the Huli speaking population 
of the Papua New Guinea highlands, culminating in the Papua New Guinea 
Liquefied Natural Gas project. 

 
 

2012 – 2014 Master of Development Studies, University of Melbourne 
 

Thesis: Refugees on their own Land: Identity, Independence, Environmental 
Damage and Risk among the Muyu Border ‘Refugees’ of the Middle Fly, 
Western Province, Papua New Guinea. 

 
 

2005  Graduate Diploma in Arts (Creative Writing) 
 
 
1991 – 1995 Bachelor of Science (Hons.) University of Melbourne. 

 
Major in Geology 

 
Honours Thesis: Chemical and Physical Weathering and Silcrete Formation on 
the Pliocene Marine Sands of the Murray Basin 

 
 

 
Employment History and Consulting Work 
 
 
2023-2024 Contractor to the United States Institute of Peace to design and implement a 

research project on grassroots methods of conflict resolution in Hela Province, 
Papua New Guinea, and to produce a Special Report.  
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2022 Contractor to the United States Institute of Peace to provide a report on the 
fragility dynamics of Papua New Guinea’s Hela Province, and to provide a 
stakeholder mapping analysis for the province. 

 
Independent expert reviewer of the Environmental Impact Assessments of two 
black sand mining projects (iron sands) on the island of Vita Levu in Fiji. 
Commissioned by Jubilee Australia.  

 
 
2021 Consultant Expert – Hela Province Advisor commissioned by the NGO 

Conciliation Resources to assist with peace building initiatives in the Province. 
 

Research officer for Sorcery and Related Violence (SARV) project in Papua 
New Guinea. School of Regulation and Global Governance, ANU College of 
Asia and the Pacific. (Temporary appointment). 

 
2020 Independent expert reviewer of the Environmental Impact Statement for the 

proposed Sepik Development Project, Papua New Guinea. Commissioned by 
the Papua New Guinea Centre for Environmental Law and Human Rights. 

 
2017 Consultant anthropologist commissioned by Jubilee Australia for the 

publication On Shakey Ground: PNG LNG and the consequences of 
development failure. 

 
2015 – 2018 Doctoral thesis supported by Australian Postgraduate Award. 

 
2014 Research Assistant, University of Melbourne focussing on the social impact of 

the PNG LNG project and the formation of Incorporated Land Groups in PNG. 
 
2013 Volunteer researcher for the NGO Business for Millennium Development 

investigating issues around business development and poverty alleviation in the 
Asia Pacific Region. 

 
2011  Senior Environmental Consultant, Senversa (contract). 

Project management of contaminated land and groundwater environmental 
audits. 

 
2006 – 2011 Senior Project Scientist, Coffey Environments.  

Project management of contaminated land and groundwater environmental 
audits. Field manager of cultural heritage baseline investigations in PNG 
Southern Highlands as part of PNG LNG project 

 
2004 – 2006 Senior Environmental Scientist, Site Remediation Services Australia.  

Environmental Site Assessments (Soil and Groundwater) of major construction 
projects including inner city residential developments. 

 
2003  Environmental Scientist, Environmental & Earth Sciences  

 
2001 – 2002 Environmental Scientist, Site Remediation Services Australia  
 
2000 – 2001 Environmental Scientist, Atma Environmental.  
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1998 – 2000 Environmental Scientist, Site Remediation Services Australia  

 
1997 – 1998 Consultant Exploration Geologist, C.K. Prowse & Associates Pty Ltd  

 
1996 Exploration Geologist (gold), Australian Resources Pty Ltd, Gidgee Gold Mine, 

Western Australia 
 

 
 

Grants 
 
2015 – 2018 Australian Government Research Training Program Stipend Scholarship 
 

 
 

Publications 
 
 

Main, M. (2024) “An Indigenous Safehouse Project for Survivors of Witchcraft 
Accusation in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea”, The Australian Journal of 
Anthropology. 

 
Main, M. (2024) “Bearing the heavy load of Hela province’s family violence” 
Devpolicy Blog, April 23, 2024. 
 
Main, M. (2024) Book review: State and Society in Papua New Guinea, 2001-2021 by 
R.J. May, Pacific Affairs vol. 97, no. 1 
 
Main, M. (2023) “Prospects for Peace in Hela” Devpolicy Blog, September 1, 2023. 
 
Main, M. (2023) Book review: Torture and Peacebuilding in Indonesia: The Case of 
Papua, Pacific Affairs, vol. 96, no 1 
 
Main, M. (2022) Book review: Making Law in Papua New Guinea: The Colonial 
Origins of a Post-Colonial Legal System, Pacific Affairs, vol. 95, no. 1, 194-196. 
 
Main, M. (2022). “Australia can help ensure the biggest mine in PNG’s history won’t 
leave a toxic legacy”. The Conversation 30 June, 2022 
 
Main, M. (2021). “The Land of Painted Bones: Warfare, Trauma, and 
History in Papua New Guinea's Hela Province” Anthropological Forum, vol. 31, no. 
2, 129-147. 
 
Main, M. (2021). “Media review by Michael Main of A Distant Thud in the Jungle 
(140 km à l'ouest du paradis) by Céline Rouzet”, film review accepted for publication 
in The Journal of Pacific History. 
 
Minnegal. M., M. Main, and P. Dwyer (2021). “The waterfall at the end of the world: 
earthquakes, entropy and explanation” for forthcoming edited collection Decay, Duke 
University Press. 
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Main, M. (2021). Absence as Immoral Act: The PNG LNG Project and the Impact of 
an Absent State. In Nick Bainton and Emilka Skrzypek (eds.) The Absent Presence of 
the State in Large-Scale Resource Extraction Projects, Canberra, Australian National 
University Press. 
 
Main. M. (2021), “From donation to handout: Resource wealth and transformations of 
inequality in Huli politics” In Nicholas Bainton, Debra McDougall, Kalissa Alexeyeff 
and John Cox (eds.) Unequal Lives: Gender, Race and Class in the Western Pacific, 
Canberra, Australian National University Press. 
 
Main, M. (2019). “The Papua New Guinea Natural Gas Project and the moral decay 
of the universe.” In Domenica Borriello and Elisabetta Dall’O’ (eds.) Disasters in 
popular orality, Geographies of the Anthropocene book series, Il Sileno Edizioni, 
Universita della Calabria. 
 
Minnegal, M. Main, M. and Dwyer, P (2018). “From business development to 
protection money: Landowners and the PNG LNG project.” Devpolicy Blog, July 4, 
2018. 
 
Main. M. (2018). "Resources curse PNG communities’ future." In East Asia Forum: 
Crawford School of Public Policy, The Australian National University. 
 
Main, M, and L. Fletcher (2018). On Shakey Ground: PNG LNG and the 
consequences of development failure, Sydney: The Jubilee Australia Research Centre. 
 
Main, M. (2018) "How PNG LNG Is Shaking Up the Earthquake."  EnviroSociety. 
Published electronically 28 March 2018. www.envirosociety.org/2018/03/michael-
main-how-png-lng-is-shaking-up-the-earthquake. 

 
Main, M. (2018). Book review: Middle Kingdom: A Colonial History of the 
Highlands of Papua New Guinea, The Journal of Pacific History, Vol 53, No. 3 
 
Main, M (2017). "Papua New Guinea gets a dose of the resource curse as 
ExxonMobil’s natural gas project forments unrest."  The Conversation, March 9, 2017 
 
Main, M. (2015). Book review: Emma Gilberthorpe and Gavin Hilson (eds.): Natural 
Resource Extraction and Indigenous Livelihoods: Development Challenges in an Era 
of Globalization, Human Ecology, Vol. 43, No. 2 

 
Main, M. (2015). Book review: Mining Capitalism: The Relationship between 
Corporations and their Critics, The Australian Journal of Anthropology, Vol. 26, No. 
1 

 
 
 
Professional Publications 
 
 

http://www.envirosociety.org/2018/03/michael-main-how-png-lng-is-shaking-up-the-earthquake
http://www.envirosociety.org/2018/03/michael-main-how-png-lng-is-shaking-up-the-earthquake
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Main, M. and P. Voutier (2013). “Mining and Food Company Partnerships: Creating 
Inclusive Businesses”. Business for Millennium Development report for the Crawford 
Fund task force on benefits to Australia from international agricultural research. 

 
Main. M. (2009) “Use of Nitrate Nitrogen Isotopic Signature to Determine Source of 
Nitrate Pollution in Groundwater.” Water Engineers Australia, July 2009. 

 
Main, M. (2008) “Redevelopment of the Former Kodak Manufacturing and 
Distribution Plant in the Heart of Suburban Melbourne – Challenges for a System of 
Environmental Audit” Paper for the 9th International Symposium on Environmental 
Geotechnology and Global Sustainable Development, Hong Kong. 

 
 
 

Conference Presentations 
 

Main, M. (2023) “Peacebuilding in Hela Province” 2023 PNG Update: resilient and 
diverse development, University of Papua New Guinea, August 2023 
 
Main, M (2023) “Shifting the Sands: Leveraging Climate Change to Obtain Social 
Licence to Operate in Fiji” ASAO Annual Meeting February 2023 Kona, Hawaii 
Working Session: Dealing with Double Exposure: Extractive Capitalism and Climate 
Change in the Pacific 
 
Main. M (2021). “Manufactured Danger: The Sepik Development Project and the 
Industrial Perception of Risk”. Presented at Responsibility, Association of Social 
Anthropologists of the UK online conference, 29 March-2 April 2021.  
 
Main. M (2018). ““Property-minded peasants”: Huli society and the desire for 
material abundance”. Presented at The Gift of the Pacific: Place and Perspective in 
Pacific History, Pacific History Association 23rd Biennial Conference, Cambridge, 3-
5 December 2018. 
 
Main, M. (2018), “Fighting over nothing: Inter-clan conflict and resource extraction 
in Papua New Guinea’s Hela Province.” Presented at Change in the Anthropological 
Imagination: Resistance, Resilience, and Adaptation, American Anthropological 
Association conference, San Jose, 14-18 November, 2018. 
 
Main, M. (2017). “Constitution through neglect: the PNG LNG project and the impact 
of an absent state.” Presented at Shifting States, The Australian Anthropological 
Society conference, The University of Adelaide, 11-15 December, 2017. 
 
Main, M. (2017). ““I am not a politician”: The cry of the company when the state 
ceases to exist”. Presented at Shifting States, The Australian Anthropological Society 
conference, The University of Adelaide, 11-15 December, 2017. 
 
Main, M. (2017). ““The landowners want you and they want you to bring your 
camera.”: The role of anthropology when the media is required”. Presented at 
Experiencing Pacific Environments, European Society for Oceanists conference, 
LMU, Münich, 29 June - 2 July 2017. 
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Professional Memberships 
 

Fellow of the Australian Anthropological Society 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Referees 
 
Gordon Peake 
The United States Institute of Peace 
gpeake@usip.org 
Ph: +1 (571) 477-6573 
 
Miranda Forsyth                
The Australian National University             
miranda.forsyth@anu.edu.au 
Ph: +61 429 903 094               

 
Monica Minnegal      
University of Melbourne.        
mmam@unimelb.edu.au  
Ph: +61 401 298 040      

mailto:gpeake@usip.org
mailto:miranda.forsyth@anu.edu.au
mailto:mmam@unimelb.edu.au

